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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is responsive to the Application filed on 16 April 2004. 

2. Claims 1-20 are pending and are considered below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ho et al (USPN 6,91 5,352) in view of Spindel et al (USPN 4,574,362). 

Claim 1: 

Ho discloses a method for processing data, the method comprising; 
processing one or more bytes of a data set as a block wherein the data set 
comprises Asian language characters (“Each of Big5 and GB code of Chinese consists 
of two bytes wherein the first byte has a value larger than 127”, col. 3, lines 49-51); 

comparing the first byte of the one or more bytes with a value (“first check 
whether the value of each character contained in the sent information is within a default 
range of a specific internal code", col. 4, lines 10-13); and 

converting the character if the first byte is larger than a value (“the received 
information is converted into one having the type of internal code compatible to the 
recipient device”, col. 4, lines 18-22). 
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However, Ho does not explicitly disclose inserting an identifier after each byte 
when converting the character. 

In a similar method, Spindel discloses inserting an identifier after each character 
(byte in this case because character is ASCII or binary) when the character meets a 
condition (col. 5, line 66 to col. 6, line 6). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to insert an identifier to the converted character in Ho’s method in order to 
keep track of changes made in the character set. 

Claim 2: 

Ho and Spindel disclose the method of claim 1 , Ho further discloses wherein the 
value equals to 127 (col. 3, lines 48-51). 

Claim 3: 

Ho and Spindel disclose the method of claim 1 , Spindel further discloses wherein 
the identifier could be A or B (col.6, lines 1-6) and it would have been obvious to use 
any other letter, number, or character including 0. 

Claim 4: 

Ho and Spindel disclose the method of claim 1 , Ho further discloses wherein the 
one or more bytes comprise two bytes (col. 3, lines 49-51). 

Claim 5: 

Ho and Spindel disclose the method of claim 1 , wherein the data set comprises 
semiconductor manufacturing data (intended use, the data could be generated by any 
process). 
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Claim 6: 

Ho and Spindel disclose the method of claim 1 , Ho further discloses receiving the 
data set from a first device (Abstract). 

Claim 7; 

Ho and Spindel disclose the method of claim 1 , Ho further discloses transmitting 
the processed data set to a second device (Abstract). 

Claim 8; 

Ho and Spindel disclose the method of claim 1, Ho further discloses wherein the 
Asian language characters comprise Chinese characters (col.6, lines 1-6). 

Claims 9-10: 

Ho and Spindel disclose the method of claim 1, but they do not explicitly disclose 
wherein the Asian language characters comprise Japanese or Korean characters. 

However, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention that any language is within the scope and spirit of Ho’s invention. 

Claim 11: 

Ho discloses a method for processing data in a semiconductor manufacturing 
environment (intended use), the method comprising; 

processing one or more bytes of a data set as a block wherein the data set 
comprises Asian language characters (“Each of Big5 and GB code of Chinese consists 
of two bytes wherein the first byte has a value larger than 127”, col. 3, lines 49-51); 
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comparing the first byte of the one or more bytes with a value (“first check 
whether the value of each character contained in the sent information is within a default 
range of a specific internal code", col. 4, lines 10-13); and 

converting the character if the first byte is larger than a value (“the received 
information is converted into one having the type of internal code compatible to the 
recipient device”, col. 4, lines 18-22). 

However, Ho does not explicitly disclose deleting an identifier after each byte 
when converting the character. 

In a similar method, Spindel discloses deleting an identifier after each character 
(byte in this case because character is ASCII or binary) when the character meets a 
condition (col. 11, 33-38). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to delete an identifier of the converted character in Ho’s method in order to 
keep track of changes made in the character set. 

Ho further discloses and transmitting the processed data set to a first device 
(Abstract). 

Claim 12: 

Ho and Spindel disclose the method of claim 1 1, Ho further discloses receiving 
the data from a second device (Abstract). 



Claim 13: 
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Ho and Spindel disclose the method of claim 1 1 , Spindel further discloses 
wherein the identifier could be A or B (col.6, lines 1-6) and it would have been obvious 
to use any other letter, number, or character including 0. 

Claim 14: 

Ho and Spindel disclose the method of claim 1 1 , Ho further discloses wherein the 
value equals to 127 (col. 3, lines 48-51). 

Claim 15: 

Ho and Spindel disclose the method of claim 1 1 , Ho further discloses wherein the 
Asian language characters comprise Chinese characters (col.6, lines 1-6). 

Claims 16 - 17: 

Ho and Spindel disclose the method of claim 1 1 , but they do not explicitly 
disclose wherein the Asian language characters comprise Japanese or Korean 
characters. 

However, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention that any language is within the scope and spirit of Ho’s invention. 

Claim 18: 

Ho discloses a method for transmitting semiconductor manufacturing data in a 
virtual integrated circuits fabrication system (intended use), the method comprising: 

processing one or more bytes of a data set as a block wherein the data set 
comprises Asian language characters (“Each of Big5 and GB code of Chinese consists 
of two bytes wherein the first byte has a value larger than 127”, col. 3, lines 49-51); 
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comparing the first byte of the one or more bytes with a value (“first check 
whether the value of each character contained in the sent information is within a default 
range of a specific internal code”, col. 4, lines 10-13, col. 3, lines 49-51); and 

converting the character if the first byte is larger than a value (“the received 
information is converted into one having the type of internal code compatible to the 
recipient device”, col. 4, lines 18-22). 

However, Ho does not explicitly disclose inserting an identifier after each byte 
when converting the character. 

In a similar method, Spindel discloses inserting an identifier after each character 
(byte in this case because character is ASCII or binary) when the character meets a 
condition (col. 5, line 66 to col. 6, line 6). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to insert an identifier to the converted character in Ho’s method in order to 
keep track of changes made in the character set. Spindel further discloses wherein the 
identifier could be A or B (col. 6, lines 1-6) and it would have been obvious to use any 
other letter, number, or character including 0. 

comparing the first byte of the one or more bytes with a value (“first check 
whether the value of each character contained in the sent information is within a default 
range of a specific internal code”, col. 4, lines 10-13); and 

converting the character if the first byte is larger than a value (“the received 
information is converted into one having the type of internal code compatible to the 
recipient device”, col. 4, lines 18-22). 
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However, Ho does not explicitly disclose deleting an identifier after each byte 
when converting the character. 

Spindel further discloses deleting an identifier after each character (byte in this 
case because character is ASCII or binary) when the character meets a condition (col. 
11, 33-38). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to delete an identifier of the converted character in Ho’s method in order to 
keep track of changes made in the character set. Ho further discloses wherein the value 
equals to 127 (col. 3, lines 48-51). 

Spindel further discloses wherein the identifier could be A or B (col.6, lines 1-6) 
and it would have been obvious to use any other letter, number, or character including 
0 . 

Claim 19: 

Ho and Spindel disclose the method of claim 18, Ho further discloses wherein the 
Asian language characters comprise Chinese characters (col.6, lines 1-6). 

Claim 20: 

Ho and Spindel disclose the method of claim 18 wherein the first data set 
comprises semiconductor manufacturing data transmitted in a virtual integrated circuits 
fabrication system environment (intended use, the data could be generated by any 
process). 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. McCarley et al (USPN 7,013,422) discloses a method of validating a byte 
sequence where each byte is assigned a state. 

b. Lin (USPN 6,620,207) discloses a method for processing a Chinese 
teletext where Chinese and English characters are determined. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Samuel G. Neway whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1058. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30AM - 5:30PM 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, David R Hudspeth can be reached on 571-272-7843. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



DAVID HUDSPETH 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TF^HNOt oOV rFWTf^ ' 






